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Kocuria species (KS) are bacteria gram-

positive, coagulase-negative coccoids. The 

number of reports of KS infection in children is 

still limited.

The aims of this study were to perform 

a short review of literature and to 

described a case of catheter related-

bloodstream infection (CR-BSI) 

caused by KS.

Electronic search through PubMed was 

conducted using the keywords: “Kocuria” 

AND “children” AND “sepsis”. The earliest 

publication date was of 2008, the latest of 

2017. 

We analyzed 7 articles with 15 cases described. 

KS were responsible of endocarditis in 1 child, 

CVCBS in 13 children and spontaneous bacterial 

peritonitis in 2 children. All patients were 

immunocompromised hosts and CVC carriers (13% 

short bowel syndrome, 20% neoplastic diseases, 

7% congenital transplant enteropathy, 7% 

Hirschsprung's disease, 7% methylmalonic aciduria, 

40% premature babies) except 7% otherwise 

healthy child.

Results

Case report

During the COVID-19 lockdown, a17yeas-old boy 

affected by total colonic form of Hirschsprung's 

disease, developed fever with chills, vomit and 

hematuria but due to “hospital fear” he began 

empirical therapy with ceftriaxone (100 mg/kg/day) 

at home without clinical improvement. Once he was 

admitted to our department, blood exams showed: 

normal lymphocyte immunophenotyping; platelet 

count 11.000/ml; PCR 7,42 mg/L (<0,50) 

hyperbilirubinaemia. In addiction haematuria, 

proteinuria and glycosuria occurred. Culturing blood 

samples showed KS Echocardiography was normal. 

Culturing blood samples showed KS infection. 

Echocardiography was normal. Basing on the 

antibiogram, we started treatment with vancomycin, 

with rapid patient recovery.

Introduction

Obiective Research Methods & Procedures

The use of intravascular devices in immunocompromised patients represents the most 

important risk factor for KS bloodstream infection. Due to the limited number of reports on 

this infection, there are no guidelines to manage it. In patients with a chronic disease, 

opportunistic pathogens as KS must be taken into consideration and probably the spectrum 

of clinical manifestations are still unknown

Conclusion


